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SUB J : LPDR NEW VISA POLICY AND TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS FOR FOREIGNERS 
REF: (A) VIENTIANE 1509, (B) VIENTIANE 1587 

1 . DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE CONSULAR AFFAIRS SECTION IN 
THE MFA, KHAMPHOUY SOUKRISAK, TOLD US DECEMBER 9 THAT 
MFA HAD INSTITUTED A NEW VISA POLICY, REF A. DIPLOMATS 
LISTED ON THE DIPLOMATIC LIST WOULD, AS BEFORE, BE 
ISSUED A MULTIPLE ENTRY EXIT VISA GOOD FOR ONE YEAR. 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND TECHNICAL EXPERTS FROM ALL FOREIGN 
MISSIONS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS WOULD BE ISSUED 
VISAS GOOD FOR SIX MONTHS AND THREE ENTRY/EXIT TRIPS. 

KHAMPHOUY SAID THAT IF FOREIGNERS CARRYING THE LATTER 
TYPE OF VISA MADE THEIR ALLOTTED THREE TRIPS BEFORE THE 
VISA EXPIRED THEN THEY COULD APPLY FOR ANOTHER VISA. 

IT TAKES ABOUT TWO WEEKS FOR THE MFA TO PROCESS ISSUANCE 
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OF A VISA. 

2. DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER NOUPHAN SITHPASAY TOLD US 
THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO PROBLEM IN OBTAINING A LAISSEZ- 
PASSER FOR THE THA DEUA FERRY CROSSING ON THE SAME DAY THAT 
THE APPLICATION IS SUBMITTED TO THE MFA. HE SAID THAT 

THE 72 HOURS PRIOR NOTICE REGULATION, REF B, APPLIED 
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ONLY TO THOSE TRIPS TO THE LAO COUNTRYSIDE BECAUSE THE 
MFA WOULD HAVE TO GIVE PRIOR NOTIFICATION TO LOCAL 
OFFICIALS THERE. 

3. MFA OFFICIAL IN CONSULAR AFFAIRS SECTION TOLD US 
DECEMBER 9 THAT IN THE CASE OF A MEDICAL EMERGENCY ON 
DAYS WHEN THE MFA IS CLOSED, FOREIGNERS COULD CONTACT 
THE SECURITY GUARD AT THE MFA AND HE WOULD FACILITATE 
THE APPROVAL OF A LAISSEZ-PASSER TO THE THA DEUA FERRY 
CROSSING. 

4. DIRECTOR OF PROTOCOL KHAMTHAN RATANAVONG STRESSED 
THE MFA DESIRE TO REMAIN "FLEXIBLE" IN REGARD TO THE 
LAISSEZ-PASSER REGULATIONS. UNDP EXPERTS AND SHELL 
FOREIGN EMPLOYEES HAVE ENCOUNTERED NO PROBLEMS IN 
OBTAINING PERMANENT LAISSEZ-PASSERS FOR TRAVEL TO THEIR 
PROJECTS AND DEPOT OUTSIDE OF THE POSTED LIMIT. 

5. AS FAR AS WE KNOW, NO FOREIGNER HAS ACTUALLY BEEN 
STOPPED AT A CONTROL POST AND ASKED TO SHOW HIS OR HER 
LAISSEZ-PASSER SINCE MFA NOTICE OF NEW REGULATIONS WAS 
DISTRIBUTED DECEMBER 5. THE LAST TIME A FOREIGN RESI- 
DENT REPORTED SEEING A SENTRY AT ANY OF THE FOUR CHECK 
POSTS WAS DECEMBER 3, TWO DAYS BEFORE THE TRAVEL 
RESTRICTIONS WERE FORMALLY ANNOUNCED BY CIRCULAR 
DIPLOMATIC NOTE. 
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6. COMMENT: BOTH THE NEW LPDR POLICY TO ISSUE THREE 
TIME ENTRY/EXIT PER SIX MONTH VISAS TO ALL NON-DIPLOMA- 
TIC FOREIGN RESIDENTS AND REQUIREMENT OF LAISSEZ- 
PASSER WILL INCREASE RED TAPE AND WORKLOAD FOR FOREIGN 
MISSIONS AND FOR LPDR. ALTHOUGH THE NEW MFA POLICIES 
WILL COMPLICATE EMBASSY PERSONNEL TRAVEL, THEY APPARENTLY 
WILL NOT PROHIBIT ANYONE FROM MAKING AS MANY TRIPS 
THROUGH THADEUA AS EMBASSIES CAN MANAGE TO ORGANIZE. 
CORCORAN 
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